
Hot and Bothered - Eclipse in Quarantine

Transcript- Eclipse Ch 15: Wager (Skipped!)

VANESSA: Hi everybody! Before we get started we just wanted to offer a trigger warning for
today’s episode. It is all based on content that happens within the chapter but we do spend the
first several minutes of the episode talking about sexual assault with Jacob forcing himself onto
Bella. So, if you’d like to skip past that, go about five minutes into the episode or we’ll see you
in next week’s episode, where hopefully as little sexual assault happens as possible.

JULIA: Chapter Fifteen: Wager. [theme music begins] I stare at him for a long minute,
speechless. I could not think of one thing to say to him. As he watched my dumbfounded
expression the seriousness left his face. “Okay,” he said grinning. “That’s all.” I’m Julia Argy.

VANESSA: And I’m Vanessa Zoltan.

JULIA: And this is Hot and Bothered: Twilight in Quarantine.

[theme music continues and fades out]

VANESSA: So Julia, we agreed earlier that we are now gonna treat Twilight in Quarantine like
Uno.

JULIA: Skip!

VANESSA: [laughs] And you have a Skip card!

JULIA: And I am happily going to play it for this chapter.

VANESSA: So when Julia made that Uno joke I was like, “Lady, you have a good job. Like, stop
whining about it. We’re never gonna skip a chapter.” But we weren’t prepared for how offensive
a chapter we were gonna come across. And not that the previous ones weren’t as offensive or
even more offensive but we like, couldn’t find a way to joke about the things that happen in this
chapter. And so what we are going to do is a thirty second recap of actually what happens in the
chapter before Julia gets to play her skip card so you know why we decided to play skip card on



this chapter. So Julia, I will go first in recapping the horrible things that go on in this chapter.
Can you count me in?

JULIA: Three, two, one, go!

[timer starts ticking]

VANESSA: So Jacob’s like, “I love you” and she’s like, “I’m not interested.” So he’s like, “I’ll
make you interested,” and like, pins her and kisses her so long she tries to like, push him away
and he won’t go away so she just like goes limp the way that people often do when they’re in the
middle of traumatic situations. And then when he pulls away she punches him in the face but it
breaks her hand and he doesn’t feel it at all and he just teases her about it. And then they go
home to her house and Charlie teases her about it and like high-fives Jacob for assaulting his
daughter and dismisses all of her feelings about how it went - [timer buzzes] I hit thirty seconds,
can you take it from there?

JULIA: Yeah. Yep, I can.

VANESSA: On your mark, get set, go.

[timer starts ticking]

JULIA: So they call Edward and at first it’s going great. He’s like, “Oh my gosh, how is your
hand?” And then he’s like, “Nevermind, let’s do a testosterone battle! Bella is mine, I’m gonna
fight for her forever.” And then they go to Carlisle’s house, and everyone’s like, “Oh, I think
Bella is gonna murder a lot of people cuz she’s so angry and she has such a volatile personality
for trying to not get sexually assaulted. Um, she’s definitely a murderer.” So Carlisle gives her a
splint and then she’s so worried about how everyone’s responded that she thinks she’s gonna end
up being a really scary vampire.

[timer buzzes]

VANESSA: Yeah, so there’s like, physical trauma, psychological trauma, and emotional trauma.

JULIA: The trifecta.

VANESSA: And, so many people laughing at her.

JULIA: I know! Part of my problem with this chapter is the tone is like, so humorous. I think we
were supposed to find this extremely entertaining and engaging, and it was just terrifying.



VANESSA: There’s a moment in the chapter. So, so Bella punches Jacob after he assaults her
and there’s a moment where you’re like, “Okay, like violence is violence but like, Bella is trying
to take control of this situation, and then it’s like this comedic thing happens, where like her hand
is broken but he’s fine, and it’s supposed to be like, cute that she like, tried to stand up for
herself. And like, silly, klutzy Bella! Couldn’t even do it! And I was like, “Nope!” This chapter is
trash. It was like trash and then it was like trash in the garbage disposal and then like, it turns the
garbage disposal on and then you realize that it won’t go down the garbage disposal so you have
to clean out the trash and like, put it in the trash can. Like, that’s how trash it is.

JULIA: [laughs] And did we even touch on the fact that Jacob tries to convince Bella that she
liked the kiss and kissed him back?

VANESSA: No, we did not mention that Jacob pulls the You Asked For It defence.

JULIA: Yeah. Not only did she ask for it, but that she enjoyed it.

VANESSA: And like, Bella saying, to her father, “I tried to punch him, because he kissed me
against my will.” And her father turning to Jacob and saying, “Good job.” That was the moment
that I was like, “What is this?”

JULIA: A disaster!

VANESSA: Yeah.

[music plays and stops]

VANESSA: Okay, so what we decided to do is do the rest of this episode as if it’s a standard
episode of Twilight in Quarantine except we’re gonna do it about the part of the book we love:
what’s going on at Forks High School. One Tree Forks.

JULIA: So it’s prom at Forks High School this week, and we have a lot to say about all of the
good and bad things that went down.

VANESSA: Yeah. Oh my god, so much happened. I- You have to really read between the lines in
the book in order to notice all these things, but we’re great readers.

JULIA: Mm hmm

VANESSA: I was an English major.



JULIA: It’s so far between the lines that it’s not visible to the human eye.

VANESSA: [laughs] But we are more than human. Um, so breaking news! Doo doo doo!

JULIA: So as I saw it one of the main events at Forks High School is that Mike attempted a
fascist coup to steal the prom king title for himself, but luckily it was thwarted.

VANESSA: I can’t believe he tried that. It was embarrassing for him. And I am so glad that he
was thwarted. I think if he had won, we would see Mike throughout the rest of his life, like,
really become one of those insufferable white men who just like, fails up, and I feel like it’s a
real learning opportunity for him that he tried this and failed so spectacularly and so publicly.

JULIA: I mean, I think it was very prescient of Stephanie Meyer to write about an attempted and
failed coup. Timely, truly!

VANESSA: Totally, really impressive that she was writing about that in the early aughts, when I
feel like most of that wasn’t being covered in the way that it is now.

JULIA: Mm hm [laughs] What was your breaking news?

VANESSA: I mean, I can’t believe you didn’t do this one, but Lauren and Jessica have come out
as a couple! And like, I loved their outfits, like Lauren in her little tuxedo, with the pink tie, and
then Jessica in her pink dress, rainbow flag decorations on their limo [Julia laughs] And I am
just, I am so happy for them and I love how much Jessica has really stepped into being proud of
her identity that she has come into here.

JULIA: Yeah, I mean, long time coming, and I was happy to see it as well!

VANESSA: I am not saying that this was in the pages because Stephanie Meyer like, believes
that any woman with a pixie cut is like, probably on the verge of coming out as a lesbian. I don’t
think it was signposted to us, but I am like, so glad that it’s happened.

JULIA: I mean if the pixie cut was supposed to be foreshadowing, Alice and Bella would be
together by now.

VANESSA: I mean maybe they are, maybe they aren’t. We skipped this chapter. We don’t know.

JULIA: [laughs]



VANESSA: What about a moment of genuine enjoyment for you?

JULIA: One of my favorite genres of any media is the heist, and so I loved the heist scene in this
chapter when Tyler belayed down from the rafters of the gymnasium to steal the prom king
crown off of Mike’s head.

VANESSA: Yeah.

JULIA: It was acrobatic, it was plot-wise very tense, and I was on the edge of my seat truly.

VANESSA: [laughs] Yeah, and you like, didn’t see all of the different ways that like, Tyler has
been winking at us that he’s planning for this through like, - all of these things fell into place in
watching the heist scene. You were like, “Oh, that’s what the bubblegum was for.” [Julia laughs]
“Oh, that’s why you needed frosted tips hair.” I never would have guessed that frosted tips hair
doesn’t get picked up but lasers [Julia laughs] It’s like, so smart of him.

JULIA: I mean, who knew that when he tried to murder Bella in book one Twilight by skidding
on that ice that it was really just a long plan to stop Mike’s attempted fascist coup. Did you have
any moments of genuine enjoyment?

VANESSA: Yeah! I mean, we’re like crapping on Mike a lot because the fascist coup was really
bad, and it was, but I just thought that the social commentary that Stephanie Meyer wrote into it
was really complicated and interesting because Mike is this, like really horrible guy who’s like,
trying to steal the prom king crown, but even he knows that homophobia is bad, and like, hugs
his ex-girlfriend on like, her big coming out night. And I think that there’s just some real nuance
here, about like, how you can be politically evil but socially good, and how we should be
questioning like, the blurred boundaries of that, but that even the most evil people aren’t
homophobic. I think that this is just because of when I was raised like in the 80s and 90s where
homophobia was just so readily accepted, I find any moment like this really touching, so I really
really enjoyed it.

JULIA: I mean as someone born in the 90s, not raised in the 90s, I don’t really have that
perspective, so it’s nice to hear from an older person on this.

VANESSA: Yeah, this is why we should be friends with elders.

JULIA: Intergenerational friendship.

VANESSA: I mean, I think it’s really great for you that you have such a wonderful mentor in me.
So...



JULIA: [laughs] That’s true

[music plays and stops]

JULIA: Did you have any advice for these people?

VANESSA: Yeah. I know we’re really picking on Mike in this chapter, but he like, tries this
fascist coup, and like, one of the things that really bothered me about it was that he like, thought
it would be quote on quote “funny” that he wore shorts and a fake tux shirt to prom as his like
quote on quote “tuxedo” and I just want to say that like, I think it’s fine to protest expectations
through humor and fashion, but I’m just worried that these acts of subversion, like, they’re
actually about him craving attention. And I think that if what he is- is like, craving love and
attention, I don’t think that these stunts are gonna sustain him, or like fill him up. And so my
advice to him is to, like, stop wearing funny outfits unless it’s like, really well thought through,
as like an act of like, political upheaval, and like, stop trying to steal prom king, you know? And
like, just look for love unironically, and like, look for friendship. I think that these are all cries
for help.

JULIA: So what do you think he should have worn to prom?

VANESSA: I don’t want to be prescriptive of what he should have worn to prom. Like, I think he
should wear something that makes him feel great. And I just don’t believe that that tux tshirt
made him feel great, I think he was looking for a certain kind of negative attention, because at a
certain point, negative attention starts to feel like positive attention just because it’s attention. I
think this is a real cry for help, [Julia: Wow] this tux tshirt. Not so much the coup, but the tux
tshirt seems to me to be a real cry for help.

JULIA: I hadn’t thought about his outfit that much, so you’re really shining a light onto the
possible motivations for wearing a tux tshirt to prom.

VANESSA: Yeah well, I’m here for you. What about you Julia? What advice do you have?

JULIA: So, my advice is to the administrators at Forks High School. I don’t believe that prom
royalty should be a popularity contest. I think that they should give it to whoever works the
hardest for planning the prom and show some appreciation for the good student government that
puts in so much effort into making high school the unpleasant experience that it is for everyone.
They deserve recognition.



VANESSA: That’s so interesting Julia, because I would think that the student government
officers would actually have a real problem with becoming royalty. They’re like, “No I’m in the
House of Commons, I don’t believe in the House of Lords.” and you’re saying reward them by
making them King and Queen? I don’t think that you’re like, honoring them in a way that they
would want to be honored. So I wonder if what you want to do is like, help fund their overtaking
of the monarchy. Or like, defund the monarchy in their honor.

JULIA: Wow. You know, I hadn’t thought of them as such progessive individuals. You know
they seem kind of like, straight laced. Like, I thought maybe all they would want is like, a
document of the constitution reprint from like, Washington DC or something as a little prize.

VANESSA: Uh huh, uh huh, like a certificate that they can hang in their freshman dorm room to
show that like, they were prom president?

JULIA: Exactly. Yeah, I don’t - I don’t think people run for student government in order to, um,
like, create a more equal student body society.

VANESSA: Wow, you are so cynical about high school politics.

JULIA: I mean, maybe they’re one of the people who get joke elected for being like “Ice Cream
at Lunch Every Day. Every person gets a free ice cream!” Like if it’s one of those people I would
believe they’re trying to take down the prom monarchy, but other than that, if they’re actually
just like, trying to be valedictorian to get into college then I have no hope for their progressive
vision for high school.

VANESSA: So you would have been an Abbie Hoffman fan in the 60s.

JULIA: I don’t know who that is.

VANESSA: Well, for those of us who were raised in the 60s, he was a really big deal for us.

JULIA: [laughs] What’s your second piece of advice?

VANESSA: My second piece of advice is to the science teacher. It was like, really fun to see this
character come back and I think he totally should have invited this woman that he’s dating to
co-chaperone the prom with him. He’s doing a lot of overcompensating, and like, taking her to
really fancy dinners that he can’t afford because he’s embarrassed by being like, I don’t know, an
educator of the youth? And I think that it was really silly, and so I think he should apologize to
her and next year if they are still together, just like, dress up and go to the prom.



JULIA: Wow I’m worried that my next prom doctrine will go against the like, romantic
ambiance that you’re hoping to create between the science teacher and his new girlfriend.

VANESSA: I guess my advice to the science teacher is like, don’t be ashamed of the fact that
you’re a teacher in your dating life. Like, teachers are sexy.

JULIA: True!

VANESSA: Like, ask your students how many of them are into you.

JULIA: A hundred percent.

VANESSA: Julia, what’s your last piece of advice?

JULIA: So, the reason I was concerned is because I believe that slow dancing should be
eliminated at prom. I don’t know who wants to do that.

VANESSA: Horny couples.

JULIA: But, slow dancing? Like, that’s not sexy!

VANESSA: They like, grind against each other.

JULIA: Slowly?!

VANESSA: Yes, I’ve chaperoned a prom. People are like molesting each other. Happily, with
consent on dance floors. And sometimes without consent. But like, mostly it’s just horny
teenagers humping with clothes on.

JULIA: Okay well actually this is only better for my piece of advice [Vanessa laughs] which is
that there should be a pre-released playlist in advance with only the kind of songs that have like,
specific dances like, that explain themselves about what you should be doing.

VANESSA: Cupid Shuffle!

JULIA: Exactly! Like Cha Cha Slide...

VANESSA: I love the Cha Cha Slide!

JULIA: Cotton Eye Joe...



VANESSA: Everybody clap your hands [Julia and Vanessa both start clapping off beat]

JULIA: Everyone can prepare in advance. The shy people have opportunities to freshen up their
moves, everyone will be far apart and not grinding on each other slowly or quickly [Vanessa
laughs] um, it’ll just be a grand old time! That would make prom way more fun than whatever
weird stuff sounds like is going on at prom these days.

VANESSA: Yeah, I will say as somebody who went to a lot of dances alone, like in high school,
it was like, just time to sit awkwardly on the bleacher.

JULIA: Well did you like that rest or did you feel like it should just be eliminated just through -

VANESSA: Nooo, just be eliminated entirely. It’s like embarrassing to be on the dance floor, if
you got asked to dance it’s like publicly embarrassing, and if you’re sitting on the bleachers it’s
embarrassing. Like, it’s just embarrassing for everyone.

JULIA: Yeah.

VANESSA: It’s embarrassing for teachers to like, watch people grind. It’s then embarrassing for
the students on Monday to be like, “Ugh, you watched me like, dry hump someone in front of
everyone.” Like, it’s just bad. It’s bad vibes.

JULIA: Yeah, well I’m hoping to make prom an actually enjoyable experience. And I have one
last - can I do just like a tidbit to make the like, icing on the cake, one could say?

VANESSA: Yes, of course.

JULIA: So, instead of prom having an entry fee, like a high ticket price, I believe that the entry
cost to prom should be a homemade baked good that everyone has to bring so at prom there is a
table just stacked with delicious treats that people can eat during the event.

VANESSA: This solves your other problem! Like, instead of royalty have it be a baking contest!

JULIA: Oh okay, so we don’t recognize the student government and instead just have it be a
baking contest.

VANESSA: Well, the student government’s reward can be that they’re the judges and they taste
everything.



JULIA: Oh, they would love that!

VANESSA: Yeah, and then have instead of prom court, royal court, be- have it be like, Best
British Baking Show, but like, at prom.

JULIA: Yeah, they love a power trip, those student government people, they love to decide. Give
out handshakes as needed.

VANESSA: Yeah, they would all be Paul Hollywood. And be like, “You’re welcome, you got to
touch my hand.”

JULIA: [laughs]

[music plays and stops]

VANESSA: Okay! So we’re gonna do Reality TV Corner, and this week we’re playing Survivor,
so who at Forks High Prom, Julia, do you think should be voted off the island and what do they
have to do to get back?

JULIA: So, I believe as per the big reveal at the end of the chapter, that Mrs. Newton should be
sent off the island for her large scale mastermind plan of Mike taking over the coup. While Mike
might be the puppet, Mrs. Newton is the puppetmaster. This all was a big ploy for marketing for
the Newtons’ outdoor store, and it’s just pretty morally corrupt for her to try to ruin high school
for these people like that.

VANESSA: You don’t think that it’s justifiable what she did? She’s like, trying to prevent being
bought out by a bigger chain.

JULIA: Wow, when you were talking about the moral complexities in this chapter you know, that
really touches on it.

VANESSA: Well anyway, what does she have to do to get back?

JULIA: I think in order to come back she has to agree to chaperone the next five proms.

VANESSA: Oh, that’s not- five proms, that’s nothing.

JULIA: Yeah I’m a really generous person! I feel like people can change.

VANESSA: Yeah.



JULIA: Who are you sending off the island?

VANESSA: I wanna vote all of the limousine companies from Port Angeles off the island of
Forks. It’s just exploitation of like, weird kids’ expectations of what prom’s supposed to be from
the 80s. These are gas guzzlers, they’re super dangerous to drive, you know how much I love
safety. Like, I wanna vote Big Limousine off the island, and so I’m really gonna take it out on
this like, one guy who you wouldn’t know it, but he actually owns all the limousine companies in
Port Angeles. He owns Ed’s Limousines and Larry’s Limousines, and like, pretends that they’re
in competition to get the prices down, but it’s like a big scam. So I’m voting him off the island,
and until he starts like, a segway renting company or something much more environmentally
friendly I think he should be gone.

JULIA: Walk to prom, kids!

VANESSA: [laughs]

JULIA: [laughing] When Vanessa was in high school, she walked uphill both ways to prom!

VANESSA: True!

[both laugh; music plays and stops]

VANESSA: So Julia, what should we send in a care package to Bella?

JULIA: So I am simply the messenger on this one. I am passing along a postcard, um, from the
gazebo, who sent it to Bella. It’s a picture of the gazebo, and it says, “Missed you asking to be
murdered in this public event. Uh, wish you were here.”

VANESSA: [laughs] I love the idea that the gazebo took a selfie, and then wrote on its own
postcard, and then mailed it.

JULIA: No, the gazebo gave it to me. I mailed it. It doesn’t have thumbs, Vanessa, come on! Be
serious! [Vanessa laughs] What about you? What are you putting in Bella’s care package?

VANESSA: I’m gonna send her a copy of the post-prom Forks High newspaper so she can like,
see all the beautiful pictures and like, see how much she missed and hopefully it’ll make her
realize that human life is better than being assaulted and mocked. ‘Cuz we know that assault and
mockery never happens in human life.



JULIA: I mean further evidence that Charlie is a zombie or some shit. A human would never
treat -

VANESSA: Human dads are perfect!

JULIA: What do you think is gonna happen next chapter?

VANESSA: Ugh! Well, we’re going back to werewolf land! And you’re out of skip cards so....

JULIA: Okay but, what will happen?

VANESSA: I’m guessing like, someone will belittle Bella’s feelings and she’ll blame herself.

JULIA: Classic.

VANESSA: This has been Twilight in Quarantine: A Skip Card from Hot and Bothered. This
episode and all episodes are produced and edited by Ariana Nedelman. This show was conceived
of as a beautiful vampire baby by Julia Argy and I’m Vanessa Zoltan and I didn’t even go to my
prom. We are a production of Not Sorry Productions and are distributed by ACast. Thanks
everyone!


