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Vanessa Zultan [00:00:02] Chapter two: Evasion. “I felt oddly buoyant as I walked from
Spanish toward the cafeteria. [intro music] And it wasn't just because I was holding hands with
the most perfect person on the planet, though that was certainly part of it. Maybe it was the
knowledge that my sentence was served and I was a free woman again.” I'm Vanessa Zoltan.

Julia Argy [00:00:26] And I'm Julia Argy.

Vanessa [00:00:27] And this is Hot and Bothered: Twilight in Quarantine. [Intro music fades
out] Why is this chapter called Evasion? What gets evaded?

Julia [00:00:44] I wonder if it's like: Edward is evading all of her questions. It's a metaphorical
evasion rather than a physical evasion.

Vanessa [00:00:52] But she thinks he answers her question.

Julia [00:00:55] Yet the readers know he's being evasive. Bella has yet to figure it out.

Vanessa [00:00:59] Okay, it is your turn to recap first.

Julia [00:01:04] Okay. Count me in.

Vanessa [00:01:05] On your mark. Get set. Go.

Julia [00:01:08] [clock ticking throughout] So Bella goes to school and it's fun. And Angela is
there and Alice is there. And Alice has a vision. And all day, Edward is not telling Bella what the
vision is. He tries to help Mike with the car. They go back to Charlie's house. Charlie and Bella
have a sex talk [laughter] where they see that it's clear that Bella is a virgin and has no plans
on changing that. For reasons that's unknown because she's super horny in this chapter, and
then they're going to Fort Lauderdale or Florida or something. Yay! [buzzer sound]

Vanessa [00:01:38] It's kind of like [laughing] that for you Fort Lauderdale and Florida are
different places.

Julia [00:01:44] I said Fort Lauderdale, but then I thought I had made that up and that was
never mentioned. They just said Florida and I was like, “oh she probably lives in Fort
Lauderdale.”

Vanessa [00:01:52] I think it's Jacksonville, right? I think it's Jacksonville.

Julia [00:01:55] Okay. Yeah, that sounds… that sounds right. Would you like to recap?



Vanessa [00:01:59] I would be honored.

Julia [00:02:00] Okay. Three, two, one, go.

Vanessa [00:02:04] [clock ticking throughout] So Edward is really doubling down on Bella not
being allowed to see Jacob. And Charlie is really doubling down on Bella needing to see Jacob.
And then she stares out the window and she's like, no, I really want to see Jacob. And so she
goes to her car in order to see Jacob. And Edward has messed with her car like the Von Trapps
family, like the nuns at the end of The Sound of Music, and he doesn't let her go. And she's so
mad at him. She thinks she doesn't want to let him into her room that night, but she does
anyway. [buzzer sounds]

Julia [00:02:35] Yeah, I totally didn't touch on any of the car scenes, so it was good that you're
here.

Vanessa [00:02:41] But you did everything else. So I have the opportunity to not only talk
about the car scene, but also to bring in a musical theater reference.

Julia [00:02:51] That's always what Twilight in Quarantine needs that I never deliver on.

Vanessa [00:02:56] [Laughs] Okay, breaking news. [Singing] Doo doo doo doo… doo doo doo
doo doo. Ugh, my song was off today. Breaking news. Doo doo doo.

Julia [00:03:04] Rosalie is a mechanic. She knows how to fix the fanciest of cars.

Vanessa [00:03:09] I know. I love her.

Julia [00:03:11] The best breaking news of all time. We should have known, but it's great to
finally get that validation.

Vanessa [00:03:18] I know. This is because Mike Newton is saying that his car isn't working
and so Edward's like, “I can help.” And then Alice is like, “How could you help? You don't know
anything about cars, but don't worry. Rosalie will help you.”

Julia [00:03:30] Yeah, so that was extremely pleasing. What about you? Do you have any
breaking news?

Vanessa [00:03:34] Yeah. The Cullens play the most annoying sounding version of chess that
I've ever heard of.

Julia [00:03:41] What about... What about that did you not like?

Vanessa [00:03:44] [laughs] It sounds like they move two moves. And then Alice can see the
future of what is going to happen. And Edward can read her mind of the future of what's
going to happen. And then they just stop playing.



Julia [00:04:00] It sounds harder than actual chess, and actual chess is already really hard.
[laughter] So to play it all in your mind, that's extra complex.

Vanessa [00:04:08] Yeah, it just sounds so short and boring. All you're doing is winning or
losing. So my breaking news is that I think chess can be pretty boring anyway, but this version
of chess sounds like hell. [laughter]

Did you have a moment of genuine enjoyment, though, Julia?

Julia [00:04:25] Yeah, I only had a short one because most of this chapter I was pretty upset.
Let me read to you. So Edward and Bella get in a fight about Edward messing with her car.
And then Edward says, “Shut your window if you want me to stay away tonight. I'll
understand.” And then it goes, “I stamped my way up the stairs and went straight to my
window. I shoved the metal frame roughly. It crashed shut and the glass trembled.”
Unfortunately, that's not where the chapter ends and then she opens it back up, but the
moment where she really angrily shut it because Edward was being a total jerk was an
extremely sad sign to me.

Vanessa [00:05:00] The thing I respect about it is that she's not willing to punish herself in
order to punish him.

Julia [00:05:05] Yeah, it was a little bit mature that she opened up the window, I guess.

Vanessa [00:05:08] Yeah… Just not what we want her to want.

Julia [00:05:12] Totally. What was your genuine enjoyment?

Vanessa [00:05:14] [laughs] I love when Bella describes Angela's eyes as always gentle brown
eyes. I'm like, ugh, you love each other. Just be in love. Angela's boyfriend is sitting there
reading a comic book. Bella's boyfriend is sitting there not answering her questions. Bella
offers to help Angela address some envelopes and Angela is like, that's the nicest thing ever.
They are in a relationship of mutuality and respect and adoration, just be together.

Julia [00:05:49] It sounds like your bachelor date went well.

Vanessa [00:05:53] [laughs] I think maybe, right? They definitely gave each other roses. Also
my love language is acts of service. So I loved that Bella was like, “I'll come over and help you
address envelopes.”

Julia [00:06:05] Yeah, that was helpful of her. It's always sad that everything she does is
slightly motivated by the fact that Charlie said she can't only hang out with Edward, but mostly
I'm happy they're going to hang out.

Vanessa [00:06:15] Which this actually leads me to my first piece of advice, because I really
love that Bella is like, “do you know what I can do to hang out with Angela? I can be helpful to
her.” And I found it really disturbing that everyone is so surprised that Edward is offering to be
of help to Mike. So Mike is like: “I'm having car problems,” and Edward's like: “Maybe I can



help. I know a couple of things about cars.” And everybody's jaws drop. Everybody is like,
“What's going on here?”

And so my advice is to Bella to talk to Edward about being a more helpful person. He thinks
he's helpful when he's actually being destructive and not listening to Bella. She's like, “I don't
care about going to college,” and he brings out her college applications. She's like, “I want to
go see Jacob,” and he messes with her car, but he never listens to someone's concerns and
then offers to help. And I just find it really upsetting that they've been together for a year and
a half now and this is so shocking. So Bella needs to talk to him about this.

Julia [00:07:15] I mean, this is the first chapter where we're seeing him help with a chore. We
see him do a dish. It's like [affirmation] we've been trying to get him to do the laundry, tidy up,
cook - for a long time, and finally he's only started to help now. And it's also clearly motivated
by his ulterior lying motives.

Vanessa [00:07:32] Yeah, his evasion. [affirmation] I would say that I find it okay because he's
from a different era, but I'm actually really tired of that justification because people are like,
“Well, I was raised in the seventies when…” and it's like: but you've been alive in this decade
just as long as you were alive in the seventies. Why do we tell ourselves that when we're
younger it's more formative and like we should just be holding on to those ideals?

Julia [00:07:59] Speak the truth, Vanessa. And the only justification that actually seemed real
is that in this chapter we find out that Edward is kind of nauseated by preparing human food,
which makes more sense to me. But then he should do other chores.

Vanessa [00:08:14] Right. Laundry has very little human food. [laughter] Maybe he's not doing
laundry because it smells like Bella, and that'll make him want to eat the clothes.

Julia [00:08:23] That would not be good for his GI tract. If human food is not going to be good
for it, then fabric is really going to block him up.

Vanessa [00:08:33] [laughs] Forget his GI tract. It's bad for the clothes and laundry that ruins
your clothes is not helpful.

Julia [00:08:41] I am really happy that this has turned from regular conversation [laughs] to
Edward eats laundry. [long laughter]

Vanessa [00:08:49] So Edward doesn't do the laundry because he would eat the laundry...
Didn’t you also just find it annoying that Charlie literally couldn't simultaneously eat his dinner
and carry on a conversation? Did you notice that? That was so weird.

Julia [00:09:05] Okay, that's my first piece of advice. [interjection] The whole dinner scene is
so weird. [laughter] I didn't pick up on that part in particular, but it only adds to the
strangeness of every night Bella and Charlie start to eat dinner and Edward excuses himself to
the other room to, quote unquote, “watch the news,” but actually just eavesdrop on them
chewing given that they can't seem to hold a conversation. What does Charlie think he's
doing? He's on a smoothie diet and doesn't eat Bella's food? What is happening over there?



Vanessa [00:09:38] [laughs] So your advice is that Edward should leave the house?

Julia [00:09:41] Yeah, I think it's kind of rude to just sit there in a different room, not even be
at the table and not eat. The least he could do is drink a glass of water, but since he's not even
going to be in the room, he might as well just leave the house, go for a little walk, and then
come back when it's bedtime for Charlie.

Vanessa [00:09:57] Yeah. I just wonder if the way Charlie is receiving it is of, “okay, this is Bella
and Charlie's special time every day, and I'm going to give them some privacy.” And so maybe
Charlie actually thinks it's nice.

Julia [00:10:09] Yeah, I just wish the hour for them to be together would be in their own
home, in the privacy of their company, without someone else waiting in the next room for you
to finish your meal. Do you have a second piece of advice?

Vanessa [00:10:24] I do, and I'm really proud of it. [laughs] I even have a rhyme. My advice is
for Bella and I really want her to remember this: mental health is like dental health. Bella in
this chapter admits that her mental health is still not great. She's like every half hour on loop, I
think about Jacob and it obsesses her to the point where she's staring out of windows for 10
minutes at a time trying to figure out what to do. She's willing to do something pretty
irrational, which is to drive over to Jacob's house after 10:30 at night to talk to him even
though he doesn't want to talk to her. Her mental health is not better. She is happier because
Edward is back. And I just, I know that I've talked a lot about this, but I think that she should
be looking for a healthcare professional to get into some good habits. Being happy is actually
the perfect time to look into mental health stuff.

Now, dental health, we all know, is mostly preventative, and every once in a while it has to be
acute care. You have to get a filling. But for the most part, it's about brushing and flossing and
going for your biannual cleanings. So I would like to encourage Bella, now that she's in a
happy, good place, to find a psychiatrist and a talk therapist and really start working on that
mental health flossing. Do you like my rhyme?

Julia [00:11:45] I love a good rhyme. I only wish it was a rhyming couplet.

Vanessa [00:11:48] Oh, I'm so sorry.

Julia [00:11:49] And also, any foot in the door that Bella can have with some kind of therapist
or professional to talk to is one step closer to the couples therapy that Edward and Bella need.
That trajectory I'm all for.

Vanessa [00:12:04] Yeah. I, like you, have been convinced to stop telling Bella to break up with
Edward. So, yeah, it's all about the healthy ways of being together. What about you? What's
your second piece of advice?

Julia [00:12:17] So, I would like to harken back to New Moon, in which Alice was like, “You can
lie in your thoughts” as a reason that they couldn't intervene with Edward in a way that made
more logical sense. And so I think Bella needs to start lying in her thoughts because her plan
to see Jacob is ruined because Alice sees a vision of her future disappearing. And I need her to



start evading Alice's visions. Apparently, the werewolves don't get seen in the vision because
they're transforming too much. And then Edward goes on this metaphysical thing, where it's
like, if you're between two states, do you really exist at all? It's like, whatever Edward, sure. So
I was trying to think about something that has a pretty significant transformation that Bella
could start doing to evade Alice's vision and I was thinking maybe drag, but I wasn't convinced.

Vanessa [00:13:10] I mean, I'm very pro drag in general, so I love the idea of Bella dressing up
in drag. It could be a really kinky and exciting part of her relationship with Angela... I will say
that I find the powers that work and don't work on Bella just so thoroughly confusing still.

Julia [00:13:27] Yeah. And the explanation we got around why werewolves also can’t be seen
didn't totally register with me, but I'm happy we got a textual explanation, so I can't complain.
[chime sound] So this episode, our reality TV special is Survivor. [together] Dun dun dun!

Vanessa [00:13:49] So it’s Survivor, so we are deciding who to vote off the island of Twilight.

Julia [00:13:54] And what they have to do to return.

Vanessa [00:13:56] Yes. And what they have to do to get a second chance [in dramatic voice]
to return. Don, da.

Julia [00:14:03] Vanessa, it has been a long, hard chapter in Eclipse. Who have you chosen
[laughs] to get voted off the island?

Vanessa [00:14:13] I mean, I think that it's very straightforward. This is what I am presenting
to the council. We have to vote off Edward. He is a literal saboteur. [laughter] You have the
best of intentions to go drive and visit one of your best friends. Something that you need to
do to survive. And he is going to not only sneak in and mess with your truck's engine, but then
he is going to creepy-sneak up on you and be in the truck cab with you. I think in order to get
back into the good graces of the council that Edward needs to not sneak up on Bella for a
week and not physically try to restrain her for a week. No standing in doorways to stop her, no
destroying of engines to stop her, no physically preventing Bella from accomplishing
something for a full week. And we will consider bringing him back. Reflections, Julia?

Julia [00:15:09] I pass the tiki torch to you in solidarity. Good pitch. I've never seen an episode
of Survivor.

Vanessa [00:15:17] Me neither. I think it's called the council.

Julia [00:15:20] Okay.

Vanessa [00:15:21] What about you, Julia? Who do you think should be voted off?

Julia [00:15:25] So I propose to the council or to the Volturi- who's ever in charge here- that
Alice be voted off the island. Alice seems like she's Bella's friend, but in reality, she's a
deceitful snitch. [long laughter]

Vanessa [00:15:41] I love the word snitch.



Julia [00:15:44] Snitches get stitches and voted off the island. So Alice is mean. Crime against
the Twilight community in this chapter is that Alice pretends to be Bella's friend and be on
Bella’s side with things. But in reality, whenever she has a vision, she goes and tells Edward
and then Edward messes up Bella's life. And we all know Edward tries to control Bella with
everything. But the true infraction from Alice's end is that she's two-faced because she
pretends to be Bella's friend, but really, she's on Edward's side. And that is why I would like to
vote Alice off the island. And in order to come back, she has to drive Bella herself to werewolf
territory and give Jacob a high five.

Vanessa [00:16:26] That's breaking the treaty!

Julia [00:16:28] That's how serious I am. The treaty is over. For her to show her true
repentance, she has to side with the werewolves… and Bella's relationship with them.

Vanessa [00:16:37] Ooh, okay. Council, and by council, we mean followers. Vote. Should it be
Alice or Edward who gets voted off the island? [chime sound]

Julia [00:16:50] Do you have anything in your Twilight diary?

Vanessa [00:16:51] Yeah. I think that Alice really needs a better cover story than daydreaming.
She goes into a trance in this chapter, and she's having a vision, and she's like, “oops, sorry,
daydreaming.” And I just think that they should really go for broke on it and be like epilepsy
or- what’s the one where you fall- narcolepsy! Some sort of -epsy [laughter] needs to be
brought into this. So, yeah, it bothered me.

Julia [00:17:20] Yeah, I also - if someone were to go into a quote unquote “trance” and then be
like, “I was daydreaming,” I'd be like, “about what?” [affirmation] Fill me in because that
seemed really interesting.

Vanessa [00:17:30] Oh, I wouldn't, because I'd be afraid that it was sexual.

Julia [00:17:33] That's a good point.

Vanessa [00:17:34] And the only other thing in my Twilight diary is my suspicion that Edward
is lying to Bella about what Alice’s vision is.

Julia [00:17:40] What do you think it was?

Vanessa [00:17:42] Yeah, I don't know. Maybe the vision is Victoria coming to kill Bella. I think
it's weird that that was left unresolved last book. Maybe it's that Charlie and Sue Clearwater
are already sleeping together, and they don't want to tell Bella.

Julia [00:17:58] They need the house to themselves for the weekend.

Vanessa [00:18:01] Yeah! Maybe that's why Edward is going to take her to Jacksonville for the
weekend.



Julia [00:18:06] Yeah, and - and that's why Charlie is so inspired to have a sex talk.

Vanessa [00:18:09] Yeah, yeah. Because he's like, “let me review what's important about sex.”

Julia [00:18:16] Wait, that is what was in my Twilight diary. This sex talk is so bizarre and left
me so confused. I have so many questions.

Vanessa [00:18:23] Oh, I'm so happy to answer all of your sex questions.

Julia [00:18:26] Number one sex question: was Charlie a virgin before he married Renee?

Vanessa [00:18:31] Yeah, and I don't think he's had sex since Renee.

Julia [00:18:33] That was my second question. Question three: what does Charlie think Bella
and Edward are up to? He says, quote unquote, “I will try to be open-minded, though I know
the times have changed.” But sex?

Vanessa [00:18:47] No, just sex. He's like, “in my day you got married before you had sex.”

Julia [00:18:53] It's not even true! It would have been the late eighties when Renee and Charlie
got married and that was happening back then, Charlie, what is going on in his small town?

Vanessa [00:19:04] People have been having sex before marriage since sex existed, since
marriage existed.

Julia [00:19:11] I thought it was just 1970s with those hippies that started that. [laughter]

Vanessa [00:19:16] I think maybe what he's saying is that parents being okay with their kids
having sex has gotten more acceptable now.

Julia [00:19:26] That's a nice idea. I'm so troubled, I was so troubled by the whole
conversation.

Vanessa [00:19:31] What about it specifically troubled you? Should we role-play a productive
version of this conversation?

Julia [00:19:36] Sure. Here, I'll be Charlie. “Here's some condoms. Use them if you want.”

Vanessa [00:19:42] “What if I don't want? What if it feels better without a condom?”

Julia [00:19:46] “Can I offer you an IUD? A NuvaRing? The pill?” [both laughing] Pulling them
out of my pockets.

Vanessa [00:19:52] “Thanks, Dad. One of each, please.”

Julia “No, honey. [laughter] Just pick one. You don’t need them all.” [laughter]



Vanessa [00:20:04] Yeah, I agree with you that Charlie and Bella's sex talk should only be
about production. Be like, “Hey, maybe you're having sex - maybe or not. Do you have
everything you need to do it safely? “

Julia [00:20:14] Do you have anything you're going to put in Bella's care package?

Vanessa [00:20:17] Yeah, I do. I want to get her a bus pass. So I looked it up and La Push and
Forks are too far away for her to comfortably bike. I don't trust her to not get hit on the road.
There isn't a separate bike path. It's sort of on a highway. I also don't think she should walk.
It's like a five and a half hour walk. And again, not on super safe roads, but there is a bus that
goes from Forks to La Push. It's only a 25 minute bus ride and it seems pretty direct.

And I just think that Edward would have to go to a lot of trouble to stop a bus from going. He
would have to have a really public confrontation with her, which would then set off a ripple
effect with the Volturi if he threw Bella or something. And I don't know, he would have to take
apart the engines of all the buses. So I want to get her a bus pass so that she can go to La
Push whenever she wants.

Julia [00:21:11] Yeah. Yeah. My only concern is that he would try to abduct her because that
doesn't seem beyond his capabilities. But I think a bus is way better than any other strategies
she's put forth so far.

Vanessa [00:21:23] Yeah, I also just really believe in public transit. I was excited to learn that
there is such a direct bus, you know. Why is she driving that gas guzzling truck when there's a
direct bus? What about you? What do you want to get Bella?

Julia [00:21:37] So I'm going to send Bella two tickets to a John Mulaney show. Bella, about the
chess game, says it's one of the funniest things she's ever witnessed. [laughter] And let us
remind you that she is witnessing someone move two pawns and then sit in silence for 3
minutes. [laughter] Do you know what's funnier than that? A John Mulaney show.

Vanessa [00:22:00] Yeah, but John Mulaney shows are funnier than just about anything.

Julia [00:22:04] Yeah, I mean, I could also send her the flier for a local open mic night at a
comedy club in Port Angeles or something, but I feel like go big or go home.

Vanessa [00:22:14] Totally. Totally.

Julia [00:22:16] Maybe she could bring Edward in. He could learn a thing or two.

Vanessa [00:22:19] For sure. John Mulaney respects the hell out of his wife.

Julia [00:22:23] So what do you think is going to happen next chapter?

Vanessa [00:22:26] I mean, I think we're going to find out what Alice's real vision was, and
we're going to find out why Edward didn't want to tell Bella about it. And we're going to find
out that it is that Sue and Charlie are already sleeping together. And Bella is going to think it's



so gross and she is going to want to go and give a sex talk to Charlie because I think that
maybe, even though Bella is a virgin, she knows more about sex than Charlie.

Julia [00:22:56] Do you think they're going to go on a little vacation to Jacksonville and we're
going to figure out what Edward wears in the sun?

Vanessa [00:23:02] Ooh, I hope so. I also just hope he lets himself glitter. You know, I think all
of us should just let ourselves sparkle.

Julia [00:23:10] So true. Literally or metaphorically?

Vanessa [00:23:13] Exactly. [theme music fades in] This has been Twilight in Quarantine, a
rhyming couplet from Hot and Bothered. This episode and all episodes are produced and
edited by Ariana Nedelman. This show was conceived of as a vampire baby by Julia Argy. And
I'm Vanessa Zoltan and I don't eat laundry. We are a production of Not Sorry Productions and
are distributed by Acast. Talk to you next week!
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